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JUST  OVER  ONE  WEEK  LEFT  UNTIL  WPA 2010 !!! 

 
Dear Members   

 
and 

 

     friends of Afriwea 

  

As the African Wind Energy Association 
(AfriWEA) Wind Power Africa 2010 
conference approaches, we should begin to 
put the question in our minds, “How can we 
make wind power a valuable part of the 
African energy market?”  As most of us 
already know, wind energy can be a value-
added product, in that it strikes a unique 
balance between meeting various needs of 
communities and also meeting our energy 
demands, while leaving only the lightest of 
ecological footprint behind. 

 
Yet, African nations are again falling behind.  
We do not produce the majority of the 
materials needed to manufacture hardware 
here.  A lack of skills development and 
training in most countries means it will be a 
difficult task to find qualified personnel to 
maintain and develop a strong industry.  
Basic infrastructure deficits mean that most 
national grids do not meet the standards for 
widespread development of industrial wind 
farms. 

 
I challenge developers out there to think 
about  the meaning of ‘sustainable 
development’ - a term thrown around rather 
loosely these days—and  try to extend its 
principles down to the very core of their 
business models.  This means entering into a 
dialogue with the  communities  we work 
with, and responding to their needs.  Here  
are some ideas: We  know that wind energy 
creates ten times more jobs than nuclear and 
four times more than coal-power production, 
so right there is a big challenge!  Training 
locals to work on wind farms will create a 
sense of ownership. 

 
We can also strive, very much at the micro-
level, to train school children and young 
people from the communities we work in 
about the promise of wind power, and how it  
can transform their lives.   

 
 

(continue on page 4)  
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Wind and Wine 

AfriWEA hosted 30 graduate and PhD students, professors, and researchers from 

the University of Cape Town this past month at our headquarters in Darling, South 

Africa.  Wind and Wine was a chance for students to discuss matters critical to 

the success of wind energy from diverse academic perspectives, including law, engi-

neering, social policy, and environmental management.  Of course our guests also 

sampled some of Darling’s famous wines.  AfriWEA learned a lot from the students 

and their professors and we thank them all for a wonderful day!  Hopefully this will 

lead to a larger dialogue or working collaboration with the University of Cape 

Town in the future. 

AfriWEA President Hermann Oelsner speaks to University of Cape Town students and 

professors at the Darling Wind Farm National Demonstration Site in the Western Cape 

 

Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) 

 
AfriWEA attended a meeting with the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) and Bird 

Life South Africa (BLSA) this past month in Cape Town.  The two groups want to 

kick off a dialogue with wind energy developers concerning the possible impacts that 

wind energy can have on the environment.  AfriWEA feels that while these impacts 

are minimal, we as an industry must investigate all areas of possible ecological im-

pacts and enter into these types of conversations with our stakeholders.  We will 

host a representative from EWT at Wind Power Africa 2010, and we applaud these 

two groups for their efforts in reaching out to wind energy developers of South 

Africa.  For more information, please visit : 

htt://www.birdlife.org.za 

http://www.ewt.org.za 

 

 
26-27 July 2010  Maghreb/Middle East 
Renewable Energy Conference 2010 

 
The focus of this year’s event on the Maghreb/Middle East region 
presents great attraction to the renewable energy industry, 
investors and financiers. The region is very attractive as far as the 
industry is because the impetus to go renewable has never been 
stronger as Governments in the regions are setting up urgent 
strategies to accelerate expansion of alternative energy which will 
see greater percentage of their electricity generation derived from 
renewable sources as domestic demand for energy steadily rises. 
15% discount to AfriWEA members if they code “AWEA” 

during registration. 

Phone: +65 6391 2555  
Email: patricia.chong@magenta-global.com.sg  
Website: http://www.magenta-global.com.sg/merec10/
index.php 
 

 

(Blowing in the wind—page 1) 

 

For Example , AfriWEA hosted 30 graduate and PhD st udents, as 
well as several professors from the University of C ape Town this 
past month for a roundtable discussion on wind ener gy.  This type 
of activity can be replicated and it is up to our m embers to reach 
out to local organizations. 

 
Furthermore, we need to realize that there is a mar ket for small-
scale renewable energy in Africa Just as mobile pho ne companies 
have altered the face of communications in Africa, wind energy can 
transform the energy landscape.  We need to think o utside the box, 
and get much more serious about developing marketab le small-
scale wind energy technology that can lend itself t o the creation of 
mini-grids and rural development. 

 
I hope that these themes will be on the mind of our  guests at Wind 
Power Africa 2010, and I hope that you will join us  if you have not 
already confirmed your attendance at this important  conference.  I 
wish you luck and hope to see you all in Cape Town this coming 
month! 

 
Sincere Regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
Hermann Oelsner (President) 
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EWEC 2010: New Global Player “GL Garrad 
Hassan”  

GL Garrad Hassan is the new name for the business 

segment renewable energy of Germanischer Lloyd 

Group (GL).  The technical consultancy for the 

onshore and offshore wind, wave & tidal and solar 

sectors employs over 650 technical specialists and 

experts in 35 offices throughout the globe. Read more 

at:  www.gl-garradhassan.com 

________________________________________ 

Great Eppleton wind farm back on the grid  

The new scheme now features four state-of-the-art 

machines.  E.ON, one of the UK’s leading green power 

companies, has announced that it has finished fitting 

state-of-the-art wind turbines to replace the old design 

at its Great Eppleton wind farm near Hetton-leHole. 

Read more at www.worldofrenewables.com/.../

great.eppl... 

________________________________________ 

Siemens reaches 2GW Wind Power Generation 
Capacity in the UK  

Siemens reached a UK Milestone of two gigawatt 

(2GW) generation capacity last month with the 

installation of turbine E1 at the Gunfleet Sands wind 

farm off the Essex coast. 

http://www.yourrenewablenews.com/

siemens+rea...  

________________________________________ 

New Online Data Management Service  

GL Garrad Hassan launches its new online Data 

Management (ODM) service at EWEC 2010 in 

Warsaw, Poland.  The new tool helps windpark 

operators, investors and developers maximizing the 

value of their wind resource measurement investment 

via stable, accurate and continuous data collection and 

review. 

Please visit: http://www.gl-garradhassan.com 

________________________________________ 

Trina Solar Supplies Modules for PV Power 
Plant Project in Thailand  

Trina Solar Limited, a leading integrated manufacturer 

of solar photovoltaic (PV) products from the 

production of ingots, wafers and cells to the assembly 

of PV modules, today announced that its subsidiary…. 

Read more at: www.yourrenewablenews.com/

trina+olar+... 

________________________________________ 

UK Offshore Wind Industry reaches 1GW 
Landmark  

The landmark first gigawatt (GW) of installed offshore 

UK wind energy capacity has been reached this week 

as two wind farms off the coast of Britain began 

generating electricity:  Robin Rigg operated by EON 

and Gunfleet Sands operated by DONG Energy. 

Please visit: www.renewable-uk.com 

________________________________________ 

Renewableuk launches consumer guide to 
Wind Turbine Installation  

Guide, aimed at helping individuals to install their own 

wind turbines. This guide can be downloaded from the 

renewableuk website. 

Please visit: www.renewable-uk.com 

 

 

 

 

World Bank supports South Africa’s energy plans 
 
The World Bank’ Board of Executive Directors has approved a $3.75 billion 
loan to help South Africa achieve a reliable electricity supply while also financ-
ing some of the biggest  solar and wind power plants in the developing world.  
This loan was the bank’s first major lending engagement with  South Africa 
since the fall of apartheid 16 years ago— aims to benefit the poor directly, 
through jobs created as the economy bounces back from the global financial 
crisis and through additional power capacity to expand access to electricity. 
Full article: 234next.com/csp/cms/sites/Next/Money/Finance/5553353-147/
world_bank_supports_south_africas_energy.csp 
 

 
Phaesun Builds Telecomm Solar Systems In Burkina Fa so 
 
Phaesun GmbH, along with its partner Ikratos Africa is building ten solar 
power plants in Koudougou Region in Burkina Faso.  The installations will  
produce electricity for telecommunications plants.  The systems are being 
built for Telecel Faso, which has up until now covered its network with diesel-
powered telecommunications plants so far.  
Please visit: www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2010/03/phaesun-
builds-telecomm-solar-systems-in-burkina-faso 
 

 
South Africa Introduces Aggressive Feed-In Tariffs 
 
South Africa’s National Energy Regulator  (NERSA) announced the introduction 
of a system of feed-in tariffs designed to produce 10 TWh of electricity per 
year by 2013.  The feed-in tariffs announced were substantially higher than 
those in NERSA’s original proposal.  The tariffs, differentiated by technology, 
will be paid for a period of 20 years. 
Read more at: www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2009/04/south-
africa-intro...  
 
 
Developing Nations Eye Renewable Energy 
 
Developing countries are ramping up renewables after Copenhagen.  About 
151 developing countries took part in the Climate Change conference in Co-
penhagen in December 2009.  Of those, 25 submitted Nationally Appropriate 
Mitigation actions (NAMAs) in February, many of which call new renewable en-
ergy policies, laws and projects. 
Please visit: www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2010/03/
developing-nations-eye-renewable-energy 
 
 

Western Cape, South Africa, wind farm project ready  for implementation 
 

The 100-MW Hopefield wind farm facility, in the Western Cape, has success-
fully reached bankable feasibility stage and is ready for implementation. 
Please visit: www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/100mw-wind-farm-ready-for-
implementation-subject-to-ppa-2010-04-02 
 
 

South Africa, Land secured for nine renewable-energ y projects 
 

While South Africa’s power grid struggles to supply the country with enough 
electricity, nine renewable-energy projects with the potential to produce 3607 
MW of power, initiated by joint venture (JV) Mainstream Renewable Power 
South Africa (Mainstream SA), are under-going environmental-impact assess-
ments (EIAs). 
Please visit: www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/renewable-energy-partnership-
secures-land-for-nine-wind-projects-2010-04-16 
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Ceffin C & F is a leading provider of consulting se rvices . 

They have a Financial Manager opening.   If you are interested in this position please reply to: 

CeffincfManager@HotPOP.com 

 
 

 
Wind Data In Tanzania, Chunya  

 

Epoch Resources (pty) ltd, is seeking for wind data in 

Chunya, Tanzania.   

 

Contact: Sarah Dyke 

Tel: +27 11 656 0381 

Email: sarah@epochresources.co.za 

 

 

Difly Technology Ltd  
 

Professional manufacturer specializing in high power 

LED lightning, as LED solar STREET LIGHT, LED 

FLASHLIGHT  

Please contact James Zhu for more information. 

Tel: 86-133958 44168 

jameszhu@mail.nbptt.zj.cn  

 

 

Sunfire Solutions  

 
SunFire is interested in linking with organizations 

working with poverty alleviation, energy independence, 

safe drinking water and free basic energy services. 

Tel: +27 08 954 0144/        

Email: Crosby@sunfire.co.za/              

URL:  www.sunfire.co.za 

 

 

 

 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Wind Power and its impact on our environment 

Andrew Muir ‘wrote an article about wind energy and its impact on 

our environment.  Read more at:  

www.theherald.co.za/opinion/letters/article.aspx?id=551428 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Building a Green Economy 

New York Times columnist and respected economist Paul Krugman wrote an 

extended  magazine piece on Building a Green Economy. Please read article 

at: www.nytimes.com/2010/04/11/magazine/11Economy-t.html?hp 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Uganda  Veterans Wind Power Initiative 

Uganda Veterans Wind Power Initiative, is umbrella organization of Ama-

teurs of wind power (people who do their own education and research) on 

wind power for local production of wind turbines for electricity aiming to 

improve the infrastructure of the Ugandan rural population.  With demon-

stration in Kyenjojo district. 

UVWPI started as a community based organization in 2008, and was later 

registered as an Initiative by the registrar of companies in 2010.  Among ini-

tiative objectives include uniting efforts for improving production activities, 

and creating access to both common market and regional market. 

Please contact:  

Samuel Agwotu  

E-mail: agwotusamuel@yahoo.com 

Tel: 256 790 801 048/ Mobile: +256 783 857 251 

 
 

April 30—May 2nd 

The Sustainable Living Festival 
Hoedspruit, South Africa 

Tel: +27 82 499 7378 

Email: festival@hoedspruit.co.za 
 
 

May 12-14 

Wind Power Africa 2010 

Cape Town, South Africa 

Email: office@AfriWEA.org 
Website: www.windenergyafrica.com 
 
 

May 25-28 
!st International Conference and Exhibition on Renewable 

Energy and Alternative Fuel 

Moscow, Russia 

Email: r.liaksa@latref.com 
Website: www.reenergy2010.ru 
 
 

June 9-10 
Advanced Renewable Energy Project Finance & Analysis 

Doubletree Guest Suites Times Square, New York  

Tel: 818.888.4444 

Fax: 818.888.4440 
 

June 9 
Newnet Wind Energy Investor Forum  

Jumeirah Carlton Tower, Londen 
Website: www.WindEnergyInvestorForum.com 
 

June 29—July 1st 

Africa Energy Forum 2010 

Switzerland 

Email: Bruno@energynet.co.uk 
Website: www.energynet.co.uk?AEF/AEF2010/
programmw.html 
 

July 26—27  
Maghreb/ Middle East 

Renewable Energy Conference 2010  

Phone: + 65 6391 2555 

Email: patricia.chong@magenta-global.com.sg 

Website: http://www.magenta-global.com.sg/merec10/

index.php 

October 13-16 

Windtech 2010 International Trade Fair  

Istanbul, Turkey 
Website: www.windtech-istanbul.com/en/default.asp 
 
 

November 9-11 
Renewable Energy Africa  

Conference & Expo 

Sandton, South Africa  

Email: info@reafrica.co.za 
 
 

November 10-11 

Energy Efficiency @ Work 

Gauteng, South Africa  

Email: christina@eventstraining.co.za 
Website: www.saeec2010.org.za 
 
 

November 22-24 
5th International Renewable Energy Storage Conference 

(IRES 2010) 
Berlin, Germany 

Tel: +49 228 362 373 

Website: www.eurosolar.org 
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